
HTML began as a universal shorthand that text 
display programs could interpret into slightly more 
reýned displays. More fundamentally, it popularized 
the hyperlink, which connected all the myriad HTML 
pages into a World-Wide Web. Version 2 codiýed the 
language as a set of tags for marking page structure into 
plain text. One viewing program, Mosaic, introduced a 
tag to embed images.

And thus began the era of the 
Browser Wars.
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HyperText Markup Language

text/plain
----------

In the beginning, there was plaintext. 
Typography was monospaced: margins were 
were always ragged, fonts were
fixed pitch and fixed size. Despite
the limitations, plaintext nonetheless 
developed conventions of its own, 
substituting judicious use of 
*punctuation*, CAPITALIZATION, and
s p a c i n g for all the typographic 
niceties available for the press. ASCII 
Art älourished in signatures, diagrams, 
even artwork. It still retains its hold 
in the plaintext realms of Usenet and 
Listservs, outside the 
technologically richer 
HTML world of the 
\/\/eb.




