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First of all, please tell me the story of your childhood.
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| was born in New Jersey in 1984. My parents are Iranian. They came to America for study abroad in
1968. Once | went back to Iran to teach at the university, | returned to the States again in the 1979
revolution.
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My father earned a degree at Imperial College London (prestigious university in the UK) and has
received Ph.D. in physics at the graduate school of the University of Pennsylvania. My mother
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mafored-in Computer Science after ob:a“:amg.%h_ll_of-mathematlcs at the University of Pennsylvania.
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When | was little | was speaking Persian at home. But at school it is English so | gradually forgot. Still
speaking both at home. Kindergarten was private, but elementary school, junior high school, and high
school are public schools.

— NSV, HR R EABREDOIIFETLED?
When | was a kid, what kind of things did you like?
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It was a child | love s‘wee’fs—ﬁ:ghng, camping and hiking. | also like reading books, readlng about 300
pages in 2 days. My favorite genre is fantasy. The time of junior high school reading, the teacher
introduced me a lot of books. | too liked the book too much and my parents got scolded by saying

"Please stop reading books any more, otherwise it is punishment!" (Laugh).
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In 1998, | was a junior high school student who was 14 years old. | met a book. | was pulled from the
first page and was reading the book all day. It is my mother that recommended Laura Lemay 's "Teach

Yourself Web Publishing With HTML in a Week" [4] . b/i’é‘m :ifmw
[v a2 W AL | 6\9{/%.
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I mstantly thought about making my own web page. Thanks to this book | knew how to make a web
page, but | could not think of the contents, so | decided to first create a page Qf’HTML itself. In
January 1999, vye’opened a site with Tripod (a free web service originating in 1992). | made-more-and
mere-pages-and-wanted more people to see it, so | putiton a floppy and gave itto my friends. %72, 1
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| heard that the name fantasai came from that time.
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Yes, it is the user name of Tripod. | l}te‘fantasm but since there-is-no-art-to-spel-as-itis: | came up
with a bit of fiddling with the end of the word to "fantasai". fantasia ... fantasai.
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In 1999, it was about "browser war" that Microsoft and Netscape competed, did not it?
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Yes, Microsoft's Internet Explorer is working hard to overtake Netscape, just a new HTML 4 has been
created, and Netscape is just around version 4.
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At that time | was making a web page and | found a bug in Netscape. That's why | sent a bug report
to Netscape for the first time in my life. It is about 15 years old.
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About the same time, when waiting for my sister's piano lesson to end, there was an article that
Netscape shifted to open source in a PC magazine picked casually, and changed to the name Mozilla
Foundation. So, for the first time, | learned that there was an open source that anyone could tinker
with the source code.
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| went to Mozilla's website and downloaded a milestone build. But it was very, very, very unstable. The
bug | found on Netscape 4 before was fixed in Mozilla. Still if | tried a new function with Mozilla, |
found another bug. So | decided to send a bug report. ~ (Nerepe B )Pm-m{"ﬂw«)
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Eventually | became a regular in bug report. In the early days, what | feedbacked to Mozilla was
corrected by Mozilla engineers, but in a few years | started to change ource directly and fix bugs.
In addition to reporting bugs, we also looked at other bug reports te-check-fer-technically insufficient
places-and to read the W3C standards on which the implementation was based. Tc[tﬂ:* A i v
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At that time | was not interested in web pages that | could display well. It was a lot of fun to read a
report that one page could not be displayed properly and to pursue which part of the page is bad, and
I was interested in it.

2055 EILTEREREASHLBVRNSTIAHY, LK EIARTHDEBSHLVDRBWICORBDHF L7
EVWSTERHYEL, FRHESNMIT, CSSICDVWTHERTIWICHOA—YTYR “www-style” [6]ICIX T
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Among them, there was a problem-that | could not understand the cause by any-means, there was
something that was wrong with the W3C standard if I'investigated well well: It began to post on the
W3C mailing list "www-style" [6] which discusses CSS as a trigger.
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At that time, | found many bugs of Mozilla's rendering engine (a module that analyzes HTML and
CSS to display a page) Gecko, but the most interesting of them was the bug number "4510". It was a
bug related to background processing of tablespaces. This means that there is a problem with the
CSS standard rather than Gecko, it was reported to W3C instead of Mozilla and fixed. And | fixed
Gecko myself to suit the modified standard. From about the end of high school | entered university
and | was doing this kind of thing.

— IR HRIEEREHOZFEEELIRYB>TVWAELITTR,
Apparently, you seem to have been quite different from the majority of high school girls.
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Yes (haha). At that time, | only had the e-mail address and the handle name fantasai. So no one knew
where my girls are, their girls, their age, where they live. Perhaps 99 percent of people thought me a
man. Searching with my real name d v not hit anything. When writing Gecko's patch, | put the name
of the corrector in the source code, but there?g/kno name Erika Etemad anywhere. =,
—FARDHRETHRIZODEINAD>FDOTTH? .
Did not your parents worry such a thing?
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No, when | was 13, | was told that parents should not use real names on the Internet, those who do
not know should be careful. That's all.
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Most of the high school girls in Japan seem to choose a way to play with friends rather than a
personal computer?
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I also had a best friend. She was a friend who became friends since about 4th grade, and she was
also making a web page about Sailor Moon in HTML. Since | was in the marching band, | also had
friends there; and | played video games final fantasy well with my friends. But as we started looking

for bugs in Mozilla, time to play wntﬂ%usnﬂg gradually ceased.
o Gammag-

V¥ “CSS Text” &EFoNMFICHEBZDAREIILDS

— ARETREIARIZEZERLTWAEEEEELE,
| heard that | majored in civil engineering at university.
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When | was in high school | wanted to be a mathematics teacher. But when | studied engineers at I
high school, | became interested in building and maintaining buildings. So, when | entered Princeton
University in the fall of 2002, | chose civil engineering.
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At first, the computer was a hobby. | majored in civil engineering at the university as the main, and
chose a computer as a sub major. However, | did not think that computer classes at unlver5|ty were
very interesting. | wanted to do more practical things. Then | also studied Chinese. | a/lafgwa ed to

study Japanese, but Chinese people seemed more interesting. I'm studying Japanese now, but that
experience is of great use. the Churtee Deat € Printeton.

——ZARBIRIH EIR TS DHEET LI HRTATTH?
How did you come to work now?

MDAKRZBICAZLEZ2002F D% FEHNH2003FICMIF T, “CSS Text” HRIEER (Last Call Working
Draft) [7]ic AU E LA [E1].
From the latter half of 2002 when | entered college to 2003, “CSS Text” became the final draft (Last
Call Working Draft) [7] [fig. 1].
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The editor at that time was a Microsoft person named Michel Suignard. At that time, | did not
understand well about internationalization (technology to make the system correspond to
multilingual / multicultural) and | did not think that | would use it much, but | can do spelling checks
and correct grammar | thought it was going to see the standard. Then, | immediately noticed the
inconsistent part. So | started sending comments about “CSS Text.”

ZDENS “CSS Text” 2FA TR OWEBBICOVWT, KEORT7ZV7REEICIT>TRARKBDZ LAY
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| began to investigate the problem | found reading “CSS Text” from that time, going to the East
Asian library of the university. Martin Heijdra, librarian, who helped me at that time. He was a
Mongolian language expert, but no students asked questions like me, so | was very glad and checked
vertical writing and East Asian languages together.
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20034 M “CSS Text” BAEREMIE. COREVINBLREMBELNS - FIOBEAEDLEICDVWTIR EREICE
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Mongolian is a very interesting language. In vertical writing, the line reads from left to right, and itis a
type system of writing that connects letters called curse script, same as Arabic. While investigating, |
was interested in embedding bidirectional languages (BiDi) with vertical direction from both right to
left and from left to right in vertical writing. Candidate for “CSS Text” Recommendation in 2003 was
not very poor specifications in regard to the combination of vertical writing and BiDi suchas
Mongolian.
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At that time “CSS Text” version did not solve various fundamental problems. Also, at that time, the
CSS working group decided various things privately, and public reviews of the standards were not
done either. When promoting “CSS Text” to recommendation candidate in 2003, | disagree strongly
because | was not fully reviewed yet. |
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HRYFLE[8], ZLT. Fhh ST CicMichel SuignardidCSST—F > J 7N —ThoE>TWEXLE,

But at that time | was not a member of the CSS working group, so there was only one way to post my
opinion to the public mailing list. So when | was released as a recommendation candidate without
solving the problem, | was very angry[8]. And then immediately Michel Suignard left the CSS
working group.
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The next year, in 2004 | have a great opportunity. This year's TPAC (W3C meeting once a year) was
held in France 's Cannes. The CSS working group invited me to TPAC as an Invested Expert (the
name of a member not belonging to the organization).
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That meant that the CSS working group officially accepted me as a member [9]. However, TPAC was
held in the middle of the university examination period. However, since the holding period is only one
week, | decided to go, looking for a cheap plane ticket o using a night train.

——B &R TKEIVWHRIIESLIZATEN?
Wait a moment, what happened to the exam?

HEICHEAAATERELATES>TITEE LA TERIBTIKRBYEL L AV —R v TLOR2IEER
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| asked my professor to change the schedule. But my mother got very angry. To meet people who
have met only on the Internet, and even going to a foreign country until | change the schedule of the
exam! He said (laugh). But | answered that | would go with my own money.

FLTRIECSST—F T TN —T DAV IN—ILE 27D TT . lan Hickson, Hakon Lie, Tantek....... ZERIC{®
ZrFEASHETERETIORTOBIAMHTT, TN ETENYE—RBRERTL,
And | met a member of the CSS working group. lan Hickson, Hakon Lie, Tantek ... It was the first time
to actually face discussions with them and it was a very happy experience.

— FEVWLHEABRNTRFEIEYIILETATLED?
Did they not be surprised when young women appeared?

FH. TILBWAERBITE. FIFETRHYFEATLL LBICSST—F 7TV —TDHB AV X—H
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LA,
| think | was surprised for a moment but it was not that much. Since some members of the CSS
working group previously had issues such as intellectual property rights, | was told that my real name



